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The future of fish farming as seen by a SEAFOODplus partner in the feed 
industry 

The future of farming is bright.  
 
Fish farming is the only way to fulfil the continuously increasing demand of fish for human consumption world 
wide. 
 
Wild stocks are exploited and in several case overexploited and will not be able to fulfil future demand for 
seafood. 
 
The future of fish farming depends on several factors. Important basic elements are available sites and suitable 
water resources (fresh, brackish or sea water), healthy fish, available feed (ingredients) and consumer 
acceptance.  
 
Diet formulation is based upon several criteria’s:  (1) Nutritional requirement for each species, (2) technical 
criteria for production, (3) handling (transport, storing etc) and (4) available raw material.  
 
The recent huge fluctuations in raw material prices have increased the demand for technical and nutritional 
knowledge in order to have a flexible formulation based upon low cost formulation. Technical knowledge 
includes knowledge about food safety issues, palatability, process ability, anti nutritional factors. In addition to 
these factors sustainability of raw materials, social responsibility, and CO2 emission are factors which will affect 
the future of fish farming. 
 
SEAFOODplus has been a very valuable contributor in order to establish knowledge within several of these 
areas.  Within the BIOQUAL project, BioMar have specifically gained new knowledge regarding the importance 
of water soluble marine proteins in diets for trout and salmon. Based on these studies BioMar continued the 
investigations and will be able to utilise this commercially.  
 
 
 

Niels Alsted 
Biomar A/S, Denmark  
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