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Model Letter of Agreement
Between

[Name of Associate]

and

SEAFOODplus Project [project # and acronym]

The Parties
The associate is [describe the status and activities of the associate as e.g. a company producing this or that and where the company is located].

The SEAFOODplus Project is an Integrated Project of the 6th Framework Programme in Food Quality and Safety with the aim of reducing health problems and increasing well-being among European consumers by applying the benefits obtained through consumption of health promoting and safe seafood products of high eating quality.
Objective of agreement
The partners agree to exchange experience relative to the project work carried out in the project [acronym].

Conditions

The associate agrees to inform the SEAFOODplus project [acronym] about relevant conditions of interest for the project work, except for specifically declared Pre Existing Know How as stated in the Appendix to this letter of agreement.

The associate will grant permission for members of the SEAFOODplus project team to visit the production facilities or any other premises of relevance for the project. [If project work is to be performed on the premises this must be specified]

The SEAFOODplus project [acronym] agrees to inform the associate about relevant conditions of interest for the associate and to disseminate to the associate relevant results, except for information and results in conflict with conditions drafted in the SEAFOODplus Consortium Agreement.

A SEAFOODplus partner participating in the project [acronym] may specify Pre Existing Know How as stated in the Appendix to this letter of agreement.

It is agreed that the associate shall have at least [##] meetings with the project leader/project group during [specify duration, like e.g. per year, or for the year of membership]. The associate shall further have access to relevant research results as obtained for publication, presentation at meetings or other dissemination activity.

The members of the [acronym] project team and an employee of the associate may publish joint research results when relevant and after informing the project leader.

The associate may work towards becoming a full partner of SEAFOODplus for the period following the period of membership as associate, in which case the procedures for obtaining full partnership must be initiated in due time.

Confidentiality

Each Party agrees to keep confidential any information on the [acronym] project which is communicated on a confidential basis and its disclosure may be prejudicial to the owner (s) of such information, and undertakes that:
(a) it will not during a period of three (3) years from the date of disclosure to the receiving Party use any such information for any purpose other than in accordance with the purposes of this Letter  of Agreement; and

(b) it will during the period of three (3) years treat the same as (and use reasonable endeavours to procure that the same be kept) confidential and not disclose the same to any other third party without the prior written consent of the owner (s) in each case; provided always that such agreement and undertaking shall not extend to any information which the receiving Party can show:

(1) was at the time of disclosure to the Party published or otherwise generally available to the public, or

(2) has after disclosure to the Party been published or become generally available to the public otherwise than through any act or omission on the part of the receiving Party, or

(3) was already in the possession of the receiving Party, without any restrictions on disclosure, at the time of disclosure to the Party, or

(4) was rightfully acquired from others without any undertaking of confidentiality, or
(5) was developed independently of the scope of this Letter of Agreement the receiving Party.
Financial conditions
The associate pays an annual fee of [xxx] euro to the SEAFOODplus secretariat upon entering the agreement for membership as associate.
The associate may call for a member of the [acronym] project team to visit the associate for consultation and/or participation in specified information meetings at the premises of the associate. It is agreed that the associate as a general rule pays expenses related to such visits.

Joint Ownership 
If, in the course of carrying out the tasks to be carried out under this Letter of Agreement, a joint invention, design or work is made and if the features of such joint invention, design or work are such that it is not possible to separate them for the purpose of applying for, obtaining and/or maintaining in force the protection of the relevant intellectual property right, the Parties agree to enter into the appropriate agreements to jointly apply, obtain and/or maintain the relevant rights.
Settlement of disputes
Any dispute between the associated member and the project [acronym] leader or any of its members arising out of the interpretation or execution of this Agreement shall to the extent possible be settled by mutual agreement. If, however, this is not possible the dispute shall be settled by arbitration, of which the SEAFOODplus Council shall be informed. Each party shall appoint one arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appointed shall appoint a third arbitrator who shall act as Chairman. Any decision rendered by the arbitrators shall be accepted as the final adjudication of the dispute.

Amendments
Any amendment to this Agreement shall be effected only on the basis of written mutual consent by the Parties.

Entry into force and duration
The present Agreement will enter into force upon signature by both Parties and is valid until 30 June 2008, which is the agreed date for operation of SEAFOODplus according to the contract with the EC.
Termination of the agreement
The agreement can be discontinued by mutual consent between the Parties.

Signatures
Signature on behalf of [name of associate]

…………………………………………….

…………………………

(signature)




(date)
[name of representative of associate]

Signature on behalf of SEAFOODplus project [acronym]

…………………………………………….

…………………………

(signature)




(date)
[name of project leader]

Signature on behalf of Integrated Project SEAFOODplus

…………………………………………….

…………………………

(signature)




(date)
Torger Børresen

Coordinator
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